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WORLD  MEAT  PRODUCTION 

RECORD  HIGH  IN  1962 

Meat  production  in  the  kh  leading  countries  reached  a  record  high  in  1962 
reflecting  an  overall  increase  in  world  livestock  numbers  and  a  resulting 
higher  standard  of  living  through  increased  per  capita  consumption  of  meat 
products. 

Output  in  the  hk  countries  producing  the  major  portion  of  the  world's  meat 
supply  totaled  108.8  "billion  pounds  in  1962,  or  k.k  billion  pounds  higher 
than  the  lO^.l*  billion  pounds  produced  in  1961.    The  1962  meat  output  is  11 
percent  higher  than  the  1 956-60  average  and  13  percent  higher  than  the 
1951-55  average. 

North  America  was  the  leading  meat  producing  continent  with  33 • 3  billion 
pounds.    Western  Europe  was  second  with  29.9  billion  and  the  USSR  was  in 
third  place  with  15  billion  pounds.    South  America  and  Eastern  Europe  was 
in  fourth  and  fafth  places,  respectively.    Africa  and  Asia  reported  the 
lowest  output  of  meat  of  all  the  continents. 

The  rise  in  meat  production  since  1951  has  more  than  equaled  population 
growth  and  per  capita  meat  consumption  has  increased  in  most  countries. 
The  gain  in  meat  production  in  1962  was  the  largest  in  recent  years  and 
was  about  twice  that  of  the  gain  in  population. 

World  numbers  of  cattle  and  hogs  on  January  1,  1963  increased  over  the 
previous  year  while  sheep  numbers  remained  relatively  stable  increasing 
only  about  2  million  head.    Therefore,  a  further  increase  in  meat  produc- 
tion in  the  kk  countries  is  expected  during  1963  but  all  major  producing 
countries  may  not  show  gains. 
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Rank  of  countries  of  the  world  in  production  of  meats,  1962 
(Excluding  Communist  China) 


Production  Production 

Mil,  lbs. 

11,8*1 
6,880 
3,9*0 
2,260 
2,036 
1,735 
1,381 
1,329 
1,125 
1,038 

33,565 

Production 
Mil,  lbs. 

28,961 
l*,98o 
6,1+91 
6,390 
5,367 

*,*7i 

*,320 
3,5*7 
2,998 
2,951 

8o,*76 

l/  Includes  carcass  weight  basis  of  beef  and  veal,  pork,  mutton,  lamb  and 
goatmeat.    Horsemeat  is  included  in  the  total  meat  figures  in  countries 
where  it  is  important. 


Rank 

Beef  and  veal 

Mil.  lbs. 

Rank 

Pork 

1 

United  States 

16,3H 

1 

United  States 

2 

U.S.S.R. 

5,500 

2 

U.S.S.R. 

3 

Argentina 

*,700 

3 

Rep •  of  Germany 

* 

France 

3,570 

* 

France 

5 

Brazil 

3,0*7 

5 

Poland 

6 

Rep.  of  Germany 

2,1*76 

6 

United  Kingdom 

7 

United  Kingdom 

2,025 

7 

Denmark 

0 

Australia 

1,9*9 

8 

Brazil 

9 

Italy 

1,631 

9 

Italy 

10 

Canada 

1,*35 

10 

Canada 

Total 

*2,6** 

Total 

Lamb,  mutton 

Production 

Rank 

goatmeat 

Mil.  lbs. 

Rank 

Total  meat 

1 

U.S.S.R. 

2,200 

1 

United  States 

2 

Australia 

1,329 

2 

U.S.S.R. 

3 

United  States 

809 

3 

Rep.  of  Germany 

* 

New  Zealand 

808 

* 

France 

5 

United  Kingdom 

560 

5 

Argentina 

6 

Argentina 

387 

6 

Brazil 

7 

Turkey 

289 

7 

United  Kingdom 

8 

France 

285 

8 

Australia 

9 

Rep.  of  So.  Africa  258 

9 

Poland 

10 

Spain 

252 

10 

Italy 

Total 

7,177 

Total 

From  the  world  production  of  108.8  billion  pounds  of  meat  in  1962  the 
10  leading  countries  accounted  for  80.5  billion  or  7*  percent  of  the  total. 
The  United  States  led  with  29  billion  pounds  as  compared  to  15  billion  for 
second  place (USSR).  West  Germany,  France,  and  Argentina  all  produced  over 
5  billion  pounds.    The  other  5  leading  countries— Brazil,  the  United  Kingdom, 
Australia,  Poland  and  Italy — ranged  from  almost  3  billion  to  over  *  billion 
pounds  of  meat. 

The  United  States  is  the  worlds  largest  producer  of  beef,  veal,  and 
pork.    However,  it  places  fourth  in  lamb  and  mutton  production  with  the 
USSR  in  first  place. 
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The  United  States  produced  l6.3  billion  pounds  of  beef  and  veal  and 
11.8  billion  pounds  of  pork  compared  to  the  USSR's  5«5  billion  pounds  of 
beef  and  veal  and  6.9  billion  pounds  of  pork. 

Australia  and  New  Zealand  placed  second  and  third  places,  respectively, 
in  lamb  and  mutton  production  with  1.3  and  0.8  billion  pounds  compared  to 
the  USSR's  2.2  billion  pound  output. 

Estimates  for  Communist  China  are  not  included  in  this  circular  although 
China  is  most  likely  the  world's  third  largest  meat  producer,  the  largest 
proportion  of  this    meat  being  pork.    It  is  estimated  that  China  has  120 
million  head  of  hogs  and  a  relatively  high  slaughter  rate,'  however,  the 
average  slaughter  weight  is  undoubtedly  low. 

The  largest  percentage  increase  in  1962  over  the  previous  year  in  meat 
production  occurred  in  Japan.    This  increased  output  of  meat  by  32  percent. 
Hungary  reported  a  lk  percent  increase  while  Australia,  the  Philippines  and 
Sweden  had  12  percent  increases  and  Finland  a  11  percent  improvement  in 
meat  output.    Russia  reported  an  increase  in  meat  production  of  8  percent, 
from  13.9  billion  pounds  in  1961  to  15  billion  pounds  in  1962.    This  was  the 
largest  increase  in  pounds  reported  by  any  of  the  kk  reporting  countries. 
Portugal,  West  Germany,  the  Netherlands,  Switzerland,  Egypt  and  Italy  all 
reported  from  7  to  9  percent  gains  while  an  8  percent  loss  in  meat  output 
occurred  in  New  Zealand. 

Only  5  of  the  kk  countries --Chile,  Greece,  Ireland,  Spain  and  New  Zea- 
land— produced  less  than  in  the  previous  year. 

The  world  increase  in  total  output  of  beef  and  veal  was  almost  k  percent 
and  pork,    6  percent;  and  mutton,  lamb  and  goatmeat  increased  less  than  1 
percent.    Horsemeat  production  declined  about  1  percent  from  1961. 

Beef  and  veal  production,  totaling  5^«7  billion  pounds,  was  1.9  billion 
more  than  in  1961  and  accounted  for  50  percent  of  all  meat  production. 
Australia,  Sweden,  New  Zealand,  the  Netherlands  and  Finland  lead  in  percent 
increases  over  1961. 

Pork  output  for  the  world  totaled  kk.2  billion  pounds,  a  2.5  billion 
pound  increase  over  1961.    Japan  and  Turkey  showed  the  largest  increases  in 
pork  output  over  the  previous  year.    The  United  Kingdom,  Hungary,  France, 
and  Portugal  also  showed  substantial  increases.    Argentina's  pork  produc- 
tion declined  22  percent  from  196l. 

Lamb,  mutton,  and  goatmeat  output  in  1962  for  the  world  at  8.7  billion 
pounds  was  less  than  one  percent  over  1961.    The  USSR  is  the  leading  pro- 
ducer with  2.2  billion  pounds,  Australia  is  second  at  1.3  billion  pounds, 
and  the  United  States  and  New  Zealand  each  produce  about  0.8  billion  pounds. 
These  k  countries  produced  almost  half  of  the  world's  mutton  and  lamb  output. 
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MEAT  l/:    Production  in  1+1+  countries,  averages  1951-55  and  1956-60,  annual  1 960-62 


Beef  and 

veal 

Pork  2/ 

Averages 

:  1961 

il962  3/ 

Averages 

:  I960 

:  1961 

•  1962  3/ 

1951-55 

:'l956-60 

:  I960 

1951-55 

;i956-60 

Million 

: Million 

:  Million 

-  • 
: Million 

• 

:  Million 

Million 

:Million 

:  Million 

: Million 

: Million 

pounds 

.•pounds 

:  pounds 

:  pounds 

: pounds 

pounds 

:  pounds 

: pounds 

:pouno.s 

North  America: 

i  ofls 
x,vjut 

i  ^ks 

1,387 

l,^3>> 

T  )i 

A7Q 

0  ( y 

t  ru^o 

1,033 

1,038 

1,  j'+P 

1,009 

1,031 

7Ai 

AAp 

912 

960 

979 

■3T  T 

kT  C 

415 

1+08 

1+02 

1+30 

1  o  AAS 

1  S  3SP 

15,835 

l6,3l+l 

16,311 

10,775 

11,135 

11,605 

11,1+12 

11,8*1 

37Q 



A-R 

South  America: 

k,lk2 

4,991 

1+,189 

l+,582 

i+,700 

326 

1+01+ 

38k 

361 

280 

2,1+77 

3,036 

2,996 

3,018 

3,047 

872 

1,01+0 

1,01+5 

1,177 

1,329 

228 

308 

jjj 

331 

317 

55 

58 

qA 

qA 

5o 

606 

683 

677 

747 

752 

1<* 

110 

128 

123 

119 

T  At 

107 

210 

1  OQ 

xyy 

-\  /-\Q 
I9S 

116 

1  si 

165 

171 

176 

7k 

82 

77 

79 

650 

S76 

709 

581 

605 

hi 

ks 
*+P 

^9 

53 

53 

Europe:  : 

Western:  : 

pk^ 

P78 

290 

286 

31* 

ksi 

1+76 

1+83 

1+85 

370 

1+TL 

1+32 

1+52 

1+58 

1+S8 

505 

k97 

526 

P73 

9S7 

360 

380 

389 

0^7 

1  i  sA 

1,311 

1,361 

1,381 

5/ 

11+1+ 

ll+9 

151 

17k 

c/ 

11 

T  31 

112 

135 

ll+7 

2  6l5 

2  Q08 

3,1** 

3,470 

3,570 

1  771 
±}  I  I-1- 

2,01+8 

2,055 

2,260 

1    6l  7 
x,  ox  ( 

2,200 

2,279 

2,1+76 

P  QSI 

3  ■?6'5 

3,^79 

3,61+9 

3,940 

iiQ 

53 

69 

6i+ 

Ml 

51 

51 

61 

62 

xop 

1 AA 

235 

281+ 

210+ 

1  7<^ 

1  (5 

1  07 
J-7i 

213 

235 

2l+9 

7cn 

i  ns  3 

1,158 

1,509 

1,631 

76k 

yjo 

1,089 

1,056 

1,125 

1+11 

1+31 

535 

529 

616 

634 

816 

959 

881 

921 

103 

108 

109 

121 

129 

91 

116 

125 

12l+ 

129 

7£ 

A6 
00 

Q3 

102 

110 

2U  ( 

T  OA 
I9O 

206 

POO 

Old 

P7P 

^i  i 
j->-i- 

352 

391 

363 

snk 

569 

527 

51* 

<^oy 

pAs 

£Op 

281+ 

oA£ 
200 

3^3 

3kO 
.5  42 

k^k 

H-  ji+ 

-59 

^55 

1+88 

Pf>£ 

PI  7 

221 

231 

259 

pn£ 

p^o 

291 

306 

322 

United  Kingdom...: 

l,l+8l 

1,  l°J 

1,836 

2,020 

2,025 

T  pOT 

1  kfil 
x  ,  tux 

l,k51 

1,527 

1,735 

Eastern:  : 

129 

153 

125 

... 

... 

170 

222 

2l+5 

— 

Czechoslovakia. . . : 

361 

391 

kl  £ 
4-XO 

1+23 

... 

1+76 

669 

^Ao 
0O2 

TT  )i 
71k 

Germany,  East....: 

290 

338 

*15 

1+63 

— 

918 

1,01+6 

1,01+0 

1,01+3 

loo 

o).A 
2kO 

OAs 

279 

302 

C)i)l 

544 

£t  A 

olo 

66=; 

Oil 

698 

729 

820 

1,315 

T  TOO 

1,793 

2,052 

2,036 

201+ 

300 

315 

351 

365 

1+37 

61+2 

606 

USSR (Europe  &  Asia): 

3,970 

4,0±U 

s  p6i 

5,090 

5,500 

3,650 

5,510 

f.  oq  O 

6  ^70 

6,880 

Africa:  : 

olio 
J*+t- 

361+ 

395 

1+26 

pp 

k 

1+ 

5 

5 

So.Africa,Rep.  of: 

6/  678 

6/7PP 

762 

771+ 

785 

6/i  ^6 

6/1^6 

D/X^O 

113 

122 

119 

Asia:  : 

K 

0 

7/  12 

2 

2 

2 

2J 

7/nO 

7/112 

112 

np 

Ilk 

D 

7 





■?Ak 

386 

1+11 

217 

298 

31* 

315 

32 1+ 

165 

325 

325 

U55 

710 

75 

101 

115 

201 

201 

218 

311 

338 

369 

k37 

205 

205 

237 

21+9 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Oceania:  : 

1,531 

1,741+ 

1,509 

1,610 

1,9*9 

199 

220 

236 

253 

269 

8/  1+37 

559 

521+ 

555 

663 

8/  88 

90 

88 

88 

88 

Total  1+1+  countries  :kl,l+82     1+9,566     50,530  9/52,809  9/5k,717      32,626     38,869     1+0,927    9/kl,71k  9/4l+,22k 


MEAT  l/:    Production  in  44  countries,  averages  1951-55  and  1956-60,  annual  I96O-62 


Mutton,  lamb,  and  goatmeat 


Averages 


-1951-55  :1956-60 


i960 


1961 


3/ 


1962 


Total  meat  production 


Averages 


1951-55  :i956-60 


i960 


1961 


1962  3/ 


:Million  rMillion    :Million  :Million  :Million  :Million  :Million  :Million  rMillion  :Million 


North  America: 

Canada  

Mexico  

United  States. 
Cuba  


rpounds  ipounds 


South  America: 


Brazil. . . 
Chile.... 
Colombia. 
Paraguay. 

Peru  

Uruguay . . 


Europe: 
Western: 

Austria  4/  

Belgium-Luxembourg . 

Denmark  

Finland  

France  

Germany,  West  

Greece  

Ireland  

Italy  

Netherlands  

Norway  

Portugal  

Spain  

Sweden  

Switzerland  

United  Kingdom  


Eastern: 

Bulgaria  , 

Czechoslovakia, 
Germany,  East.. 

Hungary  

Poland  

Yugoslavia  


USSR (Europe  &  Asia) 


Africa: 
Egypt. 


Asia: 

Burma  

China,  Taiwan. 

Japan  

Philippines. . . 


pounds 


pounds 


pounds 


30 

33 

36 

37 

33 

120 

117 

121+ 

127 

126 

678 
2 

7?8 

768 

8^2 

809 

4i6 

385 

1+16 

379 

387 

81 

86 

86 

95 

95 

58 

63 

62 

63 

60 

U 

4 

k 

1+ 

— 

61 

— 

79 

— 

85 

— 

85 

— 

86 

133 

113 

108 

101 

100 

k 

3 

3 

3 

3 

9 

9 

8 

1+ 

1+ 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

6 

5 

5 

1+ 

264 

287 

287 

285 

hk 

in 

k2 

1+0 

1+0 

113 

155 

150 

184 

180 

45 

71 

90 

67 

81 

108 

oft 

8s 
u? 

87 

ik 

19 

21 

16 

19 

36 

31 

30 

32 

32 

4l 

44 

ke 

1+6 

50 

1  OP 

PI  Q 

268 

PSP 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

7 

5 

7 

8 

9 

376 

1+72 

501 

590 

560 

97 

107 

115 

___ 

19 

24 

23 

--- 

--- 

5 

12 

ik 

15 

15 

31 

61 

58 

56 

93 

104 

117 

130 

101 

210 

1,790 

2,035 

2,0l+0 

2,200 

85 

69 

k9 

49 

51 

201 

6/  221 

235 

231+ 

258 

5/ 

7/  56 

56 

56 

56 

l 

1 

1 

7 

17 

19 

18 

13 

1+ 

5 

5 

5 

5 

186 

232 

267 

280 

289 

pounds     : pounds 


1,99^ 
1,212 
24,338 
1+64 


,881+ 
,1+30 
3^1 
711+ 
187 
226 
826 


6I+9 
888 
l,2i+6 

i+,8To 
i+,680 
188 
1+05 
1,725 
1,086 
235 
321+ 
872 
61+1 
1+27 
3,088 


396 

868 
1,210 

727 
1,839 

690 


1+1+9 
6/1,015 


2,387 
1,1+11+ 
27,215 


5,780 
1+,162 
1+29 
797 
210 
301+ 
734 


745 
967 

1,529 
290 

5,403 

5,500 
255 
456 

2,158 

1,345 
260 
328 

1,072 
743 
494 

3,736 


482 
1,091 
1,385 

910 
2,510 

914 


pounds 


2,456 
1,444 
28,208 


4,989 
4,127 
453 
809 
199 
332 
866 


783 
986 

1,689 
274 

5,76l 

5,770 
254 
538 

2,434 

1,551 
269 
345 

1,222 
763 
530 

3,788 


485 
1,128 
1,456 

825 
2,604 
1,103 


pounds 


2,503 
1,439 
28,585 


322 
290 
452 
874 
198 
333 
735 


786 
987 

1,750 
299 

6,099 

6,008 
314 
586 

2,756 

1,457 
282 
357 

1,209 
760 
556 

4,137 


1,168 
1,507 
876 
2,890 
1,074 


459 
6/1,079 


5/  7/  180 

261  391 

433  688 

299  420 

331  438 


417 
1,110 


170 
394 
710 
462 
473 


449 
1,130 


170 
419 
839 
580 
518 


pounds 


2,506 
1,535 
28,961 


5,367 
4,471 
433 
875 


341 

758 


815 
1,018 
1,791 
332 
6,390 
6,491 
306 
574 
2,951 
1,579 
295 
390 
1,172 
850 
601 
4,320 


1,002 
2,998 


9,070      12,510      13,949      13,900  14,980 


482 
1,162 


172 

1,105 
647 
539 


Oceania:  : 

Australia  :      792       1,013  1,252 

New  Zealand  :§/  738  792  1,037 


1,290 
1,054 


1,329  2,522 
808  8/1,263 


2,977 
1,441 


2,997 
1,649 


3,153 
1,697 


3,547 
1,559 


Total  44  countries...:  6,296       7,569        8,546    9/8,694    9/8,711     81, 253     97,070    101,204_9/L04,390  9/l08,791_ 

1/  For  calendar  years— carcass  weight  basis:    Beef  and  veal,  pork,  mutton,  lamb,  and  goatmeat;  horsemeat  is 
included  in  the  total  meat  figure  for  Japan,  Philippines,  and  Western  and  Eastern  Europe.    Excludes  variety, 
rabbit,  and  poultry  meat.    2/  Figures  for  Canada,  United  States,  and  Eastern  Europe,  which  excludes  lard  and 
rendered  pork  fat  are  not  comparable  to  those  for  some  other  countries  which  exclude  only  commercial  lard. 
3/  Preliminary,    kj  Includes  variety  meats.    5/  Not  available.    6/  Year  ending  June  30.    jj  Less  than  a  5-year 
average.    8/  Year  ending  September  30.    9/  Includes  an  allowance  for  any  missing  data  from  countries  shown. 
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Horsemeat  is  continuing  to  play  a  less  important  role  in  world  meat 
production.    The  present  1.1  "billion  pound  output  is  only  1  percent  of  the 
world  total  meat  output.    A  further  decline  is  expected  as  mechanical 
technology  in  agriculture  continues  to  improve,  and  horse  numbers  decline. 

In  this  report  total  meat  production  includes  the  carcass  weight  equiva- 
lent of  "beef,  veal,  pork,  lamb,  mutton  and  goatmeat  in  all  countries.  Horse- 
meat  and  buffalo  are  included  in  countries  where  important.    Pork  production 
excludes  the  gross  weight  of  fats  rendered  for  lard.    Slaughter  estimates 
for  each  country  include  slaughter  of  both  imported  and  indigenous  animals. 
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UNITED  STATES  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 


WASHINGTON  25,  D.  C. 


Official  Business 
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If  you  no  longer  need  this  publication, 
check  here  /       .     7  return  this  sheet, 
and  your  name  will  be  dropped  from  the 
mailing  list. 

If  your  address  should  be  changed,  print 
or  type  the  new  address  on  this  sheet 
and  return  the  whole  sheet  to: 

Foreign  Agricultural  Service,  Rm.  5918 
U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 
Washington  25,  D.  C. 
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